
AYHC HORSE INDUSTRY PROFESSIONAL OF THE YEAR
NOMINATION INSTRUCTIONS & FORM

Who: American Youth Horse Council Horse Industry Professional of the Year


What: The 'Horse Industry Professional of the Year' award is an annual accolade designed to honor exceptional individuals dedicated to the education of youth in the horse industry. Esteemed nominees for this prestigious distinction are professionals actively engaged in roles that support the youth horse industry, either through employment or self-employment. These individuals demonstrate exemplary skills as educators, coaches, or mentors to young horse enthusiasts, actively promoting the youth horse industry at local, state, or national levels.

Nominees distinguish themselves by employing innovative teaching methodologies that enhance student learning outcomes, earning them respect as prominent youth educators within the industry. Nominations are open to any member in good standing with AYHC, offering an inclusive platform for recognition. Importantly, nominees need not be current AYHC members but should embody the qualities of a commendable ambassador for the youth horse industry, making them deserving candidates for this national honor.
	CATEGORIES: 	Early Career – nine years of professional work experience or LESS
			Legacy – ten years of professional work experience or MORE

When: Nominations can be made to the AYHC Awards Committee (see deadline posted on AYHC website).

Why: A potential nominee for this distinguished award is an industry professional exemplifying strong adult leadership, dedicated to nurturing the growth of young horse enthusiasts. Their commitment plays a pivotal role in ensuring the vitality and longevity of the horse industry, making them a commendable candidate for this prestigious recognition. Some examples of potential nominees include (but not limited to) extension educator, agriculture education teacher, equine organization staff, equestrian camp staff, 

Nomination Requirements:
· Electronically submit a completed nomination form via Judgify link provided on the AYHC website.
·  Include 3 photos illustrating the nominee’s involvement in horse and/or leadership activities.
· Photos must be jpeg format and at least 300 dpi. 
· Attach a minimum of 2 letters of recommendation/support. (maximum of 5 letters). Any one of your references may be contacted for additional information/clarification.
· At least one of these letters must be from a youth
· Letter writers may not be related to the nominee
 
Selection process:
· When we receive your nomination, the nominee will be assigned to a committee member who will contact them to arrange a telephone interview. Questions will be provided in advance of the interview.
· Following the interview, the committee will review and evaluate the applications and interviews, and then select this year’s recipient based on the following criteria:
· The nominee’s leadership in the horse industry
· The nominee’s specific contributions to the youth horse industry
· The nominee’s “level” of involvement (local, statewide or beyond)
· Nominees will be recognized in the quarterly AYHC newsletter.
· The award winner will be recognized at the AYHC Symposium and will receive a one year AYHC Individual Membership.
Nominations not meeting the above requirements will not be considered
Submit your completed nomination to AYHC via Judgify link provided on AYHC website. Questions may be directed to Danette McGuire at info@ayhc.com or 817.320.2005.
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Use this document as a template to prepare your online submission through Judgify. Please answer the following questions.

1. How long has the nominee been working with youth within the horse industry?
2. What is the nominee’s current role(s) within the youth horse industry?
3. Would you consider this person a respected member of the community?  Why or Why Not?
4. What do the youth who this nominee impacts say about him/her?
5. What is the most important thing you want us to know about this person and their contributions to the youth horse industry? Why are they the best candidate? 
6. Identify and briefly elaborate on the next 3 most important contributions this person has made to the youth horse industry. 
7. Briefly, tell us a little bit about yourself and your relationship to the nominee.

Final Check List:
___ Response to seven questions above
___ Three photos (at least 300 dpi)
___ Youth Letter of Support
___ Adult Letter of Support
___ Additional letters of support (up to 5 total)
___ Submit via Judgify link on AYHC website
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